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LECTURE, 


As  we  look  down  the  long  vista  of  the  past,  and  abroad 
upon  the  splendid  panorama  of  society,  there  appear  promi- 
nently before  us,  two  well-defined,  completely-organized, 
firmly-established  Institutions — The  Family  and  The  State, 
both  of  which  have  visibly  marked  themselves  upon  the  pass- 
ing ages,  and  are  yet  highly  active  in  controling  the  progress 
of  events.  They  are  co-existent  with  Man,  and  were  created 
for  his  good.  They  came  up  out  of  chaos  hand  in  hand, 
and  are  still  abreast,  having  been  companions  for  many  weary 
centuries.  They  have  played  a conspicuous  part  in  human 
affairs,  and  have  essentially  modified  the  World’s  Civilization 
— of  which,  with  the  variety,  fitness  and  vastness  of  its  parts 
and  the  gracefulness,  vitality  and  magnificence  of  the  whole, 
it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a realizing  sense.  Yet  though  having 
a common  purpose,  animated  by  a cognate  spirit  and  united 
in  the  closest  bonds,  they  have  many  points  of  difference. 

The  Family  is  a private,  well-knit  corporation,  simple  in 
plan  and  compact  in  structure— to  its  circle,  a safe  and  cheer- 
ful refuge ; to  those  beyond,  a frowning  battlement.  The 
State  is  a public,  ill-jointed  corporation,  cumbrous  in  plan 
and  complicated  in  structure — to  its  citizens  sometimes  a de- 
fence, sometimes  an  oppression  ; and  hence  exposed  to  rebel- 
lion from  within  and  attack  from  without.  The  Family  com- 
prehends few  interests,  and  they  harmonious,  and  is  vigilant 
in  their  defence.  The  State,  various  and  diverse  interests, 
which  it  moves  slowly  to  defend.  The  sphere  of  the  one  is 
domestic — regarding  Man  chiefly  as  a social  being ; that  of 
the  other  is  public — regarding  him  chiefly  as  a political  be- 
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lug.  One  directly  regulates  individuals,  tlie  other  masses. 
One  cultivates  the  affections,  the  other  public  spirit.  The 
Family  moves  within  the  State,  yet  is  the  brace  and  girder 
which  sustains  it.  Both  have  great  vigor  and  resistant  pow- 
er. The  vitality  of  the  Family  is  the  greater,  because  more 
concentrated.  The  two  were  not  intended  to  be  antagonistic, 
and  never  have  been  so,  except  when  men  inspired  with  evil, 
wielded  the  State  for  the  destruction  of  society  and  the  deg- 
radation of  the  people.  Then  the  Family  hurried  to  the  res- 
cue. In  antagonism,  each  has  checked  the  other.  Properly 
developing,  each  has  strengthened  the  other,  and  glorified 
its  mission. 

The  relation  of  the  two  has  always  been  intimate,  and  mu- 
tually influential.  It  could  not  be  otherwise.  Nothing  ever 
existed,  destitute  of  an  influence,  llesultlesg  existence  is  an 
impossibility.  Sometimes,  the  influence  of  an  object  mrty  not 
be  easily  traced,  but  nothing  justifies  the  assumption  of  abso- 
lute negation.  All  analogy  and  all  known  results  teach  that 
the  power  of  mutual  influence  is  inherent  in  every  created 
thing.  Truly  understood,  this  is  a grand  and  elevating 
thought.  It  reveals  a hidden  sympathy  between  the  very 
highest  and  the  very  lowest  forms  of  Creation.  It  gives  a 
common  ground,  on  which  all — the  greatest  and  the  meanest 
— stand  as  equals,  thus  establishing  the  unity  of  Creation, 
and  inferentially  the  Oneness  of  the  Creator.  But  whatever 
may  be  true  with  regard  to  the  general  proposition,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  with  regard  to  the  particular  one,  that  from 
the  beginning  the  Family  and  the  State  have  been  closely 
united — whatever  their  stage  of  development — and  have  ex- 
erted a powerful  influence — both,  upon  Man,  and  each  upon 
the  other. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  our  purpose  and  might  be  fruitless  to 
inquire,  how  far  each  has  operated.  For  all  who  think,  ap- 
preciate the  difficulty  of  analyzing  the  complicated  mechan- 
ism of  Society,  and  discovering  the  precise  sphere  and  use  of 
all  its  parts,  with  their  mutual  relations ; and  it  will  be  read- 
ily admitted  that  while  there  is  no  problem  in  Human  History 
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more  inviting  and  fascinating:,  there  is  none  more  delicate  and 
insoluble  than  the  proportion  in  which  each  social  influence 
contributes  to  the  general  mass.  Neither  is  it  easy  to  deter- 
mine which  of  these  two  corporations  has  more  forcibly  im- 
pressed the  other.  At  first  glance,  it  might  be  supposed  that 
the  ponderous  mass  of  the  State  had  overborne  the  lighter 
framework  of  the  Family;  but  reflection  will,  at  least,  cast  a 
doubt  over  this  assumption.  Family-life  is  active  and  intense, 
gains  thorough  possession  of  the  impelling  powers  of  Man, 
and  thus  immediately  moulds  and  controls  him.  Its  influence, 
rising  from  below  is,  like  heat,  far  more  searching  and  pene- 
trative than  that  descending  from  above.  There  has  recently 
been  an  apt  recognition  of  this  truth.  When  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  sought  to  reconcile  some  of  the  ultra-conservative  of 
his  nobility  to  his  serf-emancipation  project,  he  told  them, 
with  great  point,  that  it  was  better  for  them  to  have 
this  movement  initiated  from  above  than  begun  from  be- 
low. Descending,  the  flame  may  be  guided ; ascending,  it 
might  spread  wildly  and  outgrow  all  means  of  suppression. 
The  thought  shows  that  the  Czar’s  advisers  have  not  misread 
History,  or  misjudged  Man.  The  Family  is  the  foundation- 
institution — on  which  all  others  rest.  Hence,  it  readily 
sends  its  spirit  through  the  super-incumbent  mass  and  assim- 
ilates it  to  itself.  Hence  also,  only  that  social  progress  is 
real,  which  has  its  foundation  in  the  foundation-structure  of 
Society.  Any  other  is  evanescent  in  nature,  deceptive  and 
delusive.  Upon  an  enfeebled  or  corrupted  F amily,  no  healthy, 
vigorous  State  ever  rested.  As  well,  build  houses  on  the 
sand.  Besides  this  advantage  of  position,  the  Family,  as  has 
been  intimated,  reaches  those  personal  motives  which  gener- 
ally incite  to  effort — such  as  Man’s  pride,  selfishness  and  am- 
bition, and  his  better  qualities,  his  affections,  sense  of  justice 
and  of  duty.  Government  cannot  reach  these,  or  feebly  com- 
pared with  the  Family,  which  is  Man’s  storehouse,  full  of 
treasures  of  priceless  value.  In  his  course  through  life,  the 
Family  constantly  appeals  to  him,  directly  and  personally, 
and  calls  him  by  considerations  which  stir  the  deepest  recess- 
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cs  of  his  heart,  reach  the  profoundcst  depths  of  Ills  nature. 
No  spot  so  rivets  feeling  as  the  Family.  No  object  of 
earthly  interest  is  so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  Men  as  the  present 
and  prospective  interests  of  their  wives  and  children.  Be- 
fore no  shrine,  do  all  conditions  so  sincerely  worship  as 
the  Household  Gods.  It  is,  therefore,  no  exaggeration  to  de- 
scribe the  Family  as  an  engine  of  vast  potency  ; and  to  assert 
that  as  may  be  its  suggestions — whether  springing  from  a 
high  or  low  grade  of  sentiment — will,  in  large  part,  be  the 
nature,  aims  and  characteristics  of  Man,  and  through  him, 
of  the  great  public  corporation  which  is  his  outward  expo- 
nent. 

The  State,  however,  is  not  impassive.  It  impresses  the 
Family — not  merely  generally,  as  all  formative  influences 
modify  each  other,  but  particularly,  for  a prime  duty  of  the 
State  is  protection  of  all  its  organs  from  rival  and  encroach- 
ing interests.  The  Family  is  thus  ever  under  the  guardian- 
ship of  the  State,  is  taken  to  its  embrace,  and  receives  of  its 
spirit.  Likewise,  the  State  reaches  the  Church  and  all  other 
organizations,  and  thus  indirectly  reaches  the  Family  through 
the  relations  of  the  latter  to  these  other  organs.  Besides 
this,  the  State  wields  the  legislative  arm  and  through  this 
power — sometime  severes  and  withering,  sometimes  mild  and 
benignant — it  reaches  the  Family,  and  in  the  spirit  of  barbar- 
ic desolation  or  civilized  development  mars  or  perfects  its  fair 
proportions. 

It  is,  however,  the  achievements  of  the  Family  which  we 
propose  chiefly  to  consider.  They  may  be  described  under 
the  general  two-fold  division  of  moral  and  political.  Some 
of  its  influences  are  incapable  of  accurate  analysis  into  either 
of  these  divisions,  and  partake  of  the  nature  of  each — so 
closely  are  the  two  intertwined  in  the  web  of  Humanity.  Wo 
classify  them,  safely,  according  to  their  preponderating 
marks. 

The  Family  softens  the  manners  of  a people.  This  may 
seem  an  unimportant  consideration,  but  it  is  a highly  import- 
ant one.  There  is  a elosc  connexion  between  gentle  manners 
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and  gentle  thought.  When  the  world  was  peopled  by  men 
who  spent  their  lives  in  war  and  enjoyed  its  brutalities,  who 
thought  lightly  of  human  life  and  were  harsh  and  overbear- 
ing towards  each  other,  human  rights  were  little  recognized, 
human  suffering  little  regarded,  and  the  human  heart  little 
cultivated.  The  moral  world  was  a waste  in  which  no  flower 
bloomed.  When,  under  the  mollifying  influences  which  have 
produced  Human  Progress,  a change  came  and  the  world  be- 
gan to  assume  somewhat  of  its  present  beauty,  we  find  as 
most  marked  among  the  changes,  the-consolidation  of  social  in- 
stitutions, the  elevation  of  woman,  and  the  reformation  of  man- 
ners. The  Family  was  a leading  spirit  in  effecting  this  regene- 
ration. Before  it  had  the  definite  shape  which  it  received  as 
a part — and  a redeeming  part  it  was — of  the  Feudal  system, 
it  was  weighed  down  under  accumulating  barbarism,  and  rvas 
unable  to  perform  its  mission.  An  essential  part  of  Feudal- 
ity, inspired  as  that  was  by  the  generous  spirit  of  chivalry, 
the  Feudal  Family  at  once  made  woman  a wife,  gave  her  a 
home,  increased  her  dignity,  enlarged  her  influence,  and 
while  improving  others  drew  out  her  better  nature  and  made 
her  worthy  of  her  newly-acquired  rights,  fit  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  her  extended  privileges.  From  that  period,  the 
amelioration  of  the  social  and  political  condition  of  mankind 
dates,  which,  though  irregular  in  progress,  sometimes  stayed 
by  unfriendly  hands  and  sometimes  accelerated  by  propitious 
influences,  has  yet  been  steadily  advancing  and  is  now  more 
rapidly  moving  towards  its  inspiring  goal.  At  first,  the  light 
of  the  Family  was  feebly  seen — so  dense  was  the  enshrouding 
fog.  Gradually  it  has  brightened,  and  now  it  sheds  a flood  of 
light  over  man’s  whole  life.  That  star  has  become  a blazing 
Sun,  banishing  moral  darkness.  That  plant  has  become  a tree, 
whose  shady  boughs  invite  the  weary  to  repose,  and  whose 
leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.  But  the  Feudal 
Family  not  only  reached  the  manners  of  the  Age.  It  reached 
the  opinions  of  men,  shattering  some  of  the  strong-holds  of 
error.  It  originated  milder  conceptions  of  Man’s  mutual 
duties,  and  gained  for  itself  a place  in  the  great  arena,  where- 
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in  the  master  forces  of  the  world  have  been  fiercely  strug- 
gling. Its  work  was  worthily  begun  and  has  been  worthily 
performed,  but  is  still  unfinished  and  will  be,  while  violence 
and  force  maintain  their  strangling  hold  upon  Humanity. 

As  a mere  refining  agent,  the  Family  is  unequalled.  All 
its  surroundings  are  gentle  and  pure,  and  will  remain  so, 
while  Christianity  remains  an  element  in  civilization.  But 
the  Family,  penetrated  with  Christian  Influence,  humanizes 
Man’s  whole  tone  of  thought,  exalts  his  nature,  and  incites 
him  to  virtuous  conduct.  In  its  nature  private  and  measura- 
bly removed  from  external  influences,  it  is  a refuge  from  which 
outward  evil  is  excluded,  and  which  inward  evil  alone  can  pol- 
lute ; and  the  power  of  this  is  chilled  by  the  nature  of  the 
ties  which  bind  the  parties  to  each  other — ties  the  tenderest, 
strongest,  deepest — out  of  which  proceeds  the  highest,  purest, 
completest  earthly  happiness.  As  a protection  from  evil,  one 
power  alone  is  superior — that  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  influ- 
ence of  the  Family  upon  Man  is  immediate  while  present 
with  him,  and  follows  him  amid  the  world’s  activities,  whisper- 
ing comforting  and  strengthening  thoughts  when  temptations 
assail,  and  perils  surround  him.  AYlio  has  not  felt  the  re- 
straining power  of  loved  ones  at  home,  when  principles  have 
wavered  and  danger  was  imminent?  What  husband  has  not 
felt  the  love  he  bears  his  wife  a protection  in  times  of  trial, 
and  encased  in  that  panoply,  has  not,  under  God,  bade  defi- 
ance to  his  foes?  What  Father  has  not  been  nerved  to  do 
the  right  by  recollections  of  innocent  ones  at  home  vital- 
ly interested  in  the  blamelessness  of  his  reputation?  What 
Son,  beset  by  ensnaring  allurements,  has  not  thought  of  his 
Mother,  and  gained  strength  to  overcome  the  weakness  of  his 
flesh?  Yfhat  brother,  about  to  fall,  has  not  been  preserved  . 
by  recalling  the  face  of  loving  sister,  and  in  the  beauty  of 
her  purity  found  an  incentive  to  self-respect?  What  man, 
bereft  of  either  or  all  these  endearing  associations,  does  not 
cherish  in  the  inner  chambers  of  his  heart,  the  memories 
which  linger  around  them  ? In  view  of  such  experience,  it 
requires  no  argument  to  prove  either  the  power  of  the  Farni- 
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ly,  or  the  beneficence  of  its  nature.  It  is  precisely  suited  to 
Man ; who,  unrestrained,  would  reach  every  conceivable 
depth  of  degradation — restrained,  may  attain  the  highest 
moral  excellence.  But  the  Family  effects  this,  by  power  not 
its  own.  There  is  a certain  refining  and  exalting  power  in- 
herent in  its  nature,  but  none  equal  to  the  stupendous  results 
accomplished.  Its  extraordinary  vitality,  energy  and  reform- 
ing efficiency  are  the  direct  gifts  of  the  Christian  Religion, 
whose  breath  transformed  it  from  a merely  human  and  im- 
perfect organization  into  a divine  instrument,  and  gave  it 
immortality  and  invincibility.  There  can  be  no  clearer  evi- 
dence of  this  required  than  is  furnished  by  the  history  of  the 
Family  before  Christianity  was  revealed.  The  Family  as  we 
know  it,  did  not  then  exist  in  the  world.  The  frame  was  there, 
and  the  parts ; but  the  spirit  was  wanting.  Hence  its  power 
was  chiefly  mechanical,  and  was  negative.  It  resisted,  in  a 
degree,  the  mutilating  interference  of  antagonists,  but  had 
no  other  efficacy  than  belonged  to  its  form.  The  very  means 
adopted  to  preserve  itself,  betokened  the  lack  of  moral  power. 
Hence  it  was  early  corrupted,  and  its  very  existence  imperil- 
led by  free  divorce  and  legalized  polygamy — both  which 
fatal  foes  it  was  incompetent  to  expel.  After  a time,  it  al- 
most disappeared  as  a clear,  distinctive  organization,  having 
sunk  under  the  moral  depravity  heaped  upon  it.  But  in  its 
best  days,  it  did  not  rise  above  a low  level.  The  Father  was 
the  master , not  merely  the  head,  of  his  Family.  He  was  its 
embodiment,  in  an  absolute  sense.  He  represented  it,  concen- 
trating in  himself  all  its  dignity  and  power.  Even  the  public 
law  did  not  pursue  the  Father  beyond  the  gates  of  his  dwell- 
ing. His  wife  and  children  were  his  slaves,  over  whose  lib- 
erty and  life  he  had  undisputed  SAvay.  All  duties  were  ren- 
dered to  him  ; none  proceeded  from  him.  His  home  was  a 
close  corporation,  from  which,  indeed,  the  outward  despot 
was  excluded,  but  which  an  inward  despot  governed.  The 
DU  Penates  were  worshipped,  but  not  with  a healthy  wor- 
ship. It  was  an  unnatural,  excessive,  and  irrational  homage, 
become  fanatical  from  the  want  of  a moral  restraining  element. 
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The  rights  of  the  Family  stretched  forward  into  the  State, 
but;  with  ' dcsolatingjand  destructive,  rather  than  beautifying 
andjalleviating  power.  Every  institution  of  the  period  was 
founded  upon  force,  and  the  Family  absorbed  this  spirit.  It 
was  a weapon,  wielded  by  power,  not  a social  organization 
mild  in  nature  and  high  in  aims.  With  the  growing  corrup- 
tions which  finally  overthrew  governments  and  undermined 
Society,  Woman,  long  an  object  of  convenience,  was  contin- 
ually degraded,  until  the  Race  and  all  its  works  festered  and 
fell.  When  Christianity  came  with  its  inculcations  of  virtue, 
its  exhortations  to  goodness,  and  its  matchless  expositions  of 
human  duties,  the  Family,  illuminated  and  energized  with 
Gospel  light,  received  its  true  impulse,  perceived  its  true  work, 
and  roused  to  its  accomplishment.  Its  great  victories  are 
due  to  this  immortal  and  all-conquering  agent,  which  will  be, 
as  it  has  been,  the  faithful  servant  of  God,  the  loving  guar- 
dian-spirit of  Man. 

The  Family  protects  the  morals  of  the  young.  What  has 
been  said,  chiefly  applies  to  the  adult  members  of  the  Family. 
Its  power  over  the  young  is  incalculable.  These  it  takes  at 
the  most  impressible  age;  when  the  tender  nature,  first  rous- 
ing to  a sense  of  life,  instinctively  imitates,  eagerly  learns, 
unresistingly  receives  every  impression  offered.  It  is  then 
that  human  agencies  are  most  potent — that,  as  far  as  depends 
upon  them,  tone  and  direction  are  given  to  the  entire  future 
life.  No  one  can  outgrow  the  influence  of  impressions  then 
received.  They  remain  while  life  lasts,  though  sometimes 
happily  modified  by  the  restraining  power  of  Grace,  or  de- 
veloped into  full  activity  by  the  same  blessed  influence.  As 
a general  rule,  the  training  of  the  first  few  years  of  life  set- 
tles the  moral  character  of  that  life.  It  either  blunts  the  sen- 
sibilities, stifles  conscience,  and  prepares  for  crime,  or  it  spir- 
itualizes the  nature,  calls  out  its  deeper  feelings,  and  leads 
it  on  the  path  of  virtue.  Hence,  as  the  Family  has  undisturbed 
and  undisputed  possession  of  the  child  in  its  earlier  years,  it 
is  not  difficult  to  see  the  vastness  of  its  influence,  and  the  re- 
sponsibility resting  upon  its  members — especially  those  to 
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■whom  the  child  looks,  and  from  whom  it  constantly  learns. 
The  true  Family  wards  from  its  precious  charge,  all  contami- 
inating  influences,  keeps  out  all  polluting  agencies  and  pre- 
serves the  young  heart  in  innocence.  More  than  this : It  ten- 
derly regards  the  child  after  its  maturing  years  call  it  tem- 
porarily from  its  fold,  carefully  watches  its  moral  growth, 
sedulously  counteracts  debasing  lessons,  and  prayerfully  la- 
bors for  its  highest  good.  The  Family  has  a constant  war  to 
wage  with  opposing  powers.  All  its  labors  are  liable  to  neu- 
tralization from  the  contaminations  of  the  world,  and  the 
strife  is  sometimes  fearful  and  varying.  Yet  Heaven  is  not 
unmindful  of  it,  and  victory  is  generally  with  the  faithful  la- 
borers. These  principles  are  so  obvious  as  scarcely  to  require 
statement ; and  they  are  certainly  established  incontestably, 
by  facts.  We  have  but  to  search  the  records  of  crime  for 
proofs  of  the  preservative  power  of  the  Family.  Were  the 
Family  what  it  should  be,  and  would  be  if  parents  were  more 
faithful — the  evidence  would  be  more  striking.  But  as  it  is, 
the  vicious  and  criminal  are  almost  exclusively  found  to  be 
of  those  who  were  early  left  orphans,  or  whose  parents  have 
failed,  through  intemperance  or  other  cause,  to  fulfill  their 
obligations.  Of  the  unfortunate  occupants  of  the  Bosine  As- 
sociation of  Philadelphia,  more  than  two-thirds  were  early 
subjected  to  the  perils  of  orphanage  ; whilst  of  the  8,000  wo- 
men in  New  York  who  openly  lead  impure  lives,  five-sixths 
have  confessed  to  the  habitual  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants,  al- 
most invariably  a legacy  from  intemperate  parents.  Of  the 
2,000  who  made  full  replies  to  official  inquiries,  1,349  had 
lost  fathers,  1,234  had  lost  mothers,  and  of  the  parents,  1,479 
had  died  before  their  daughters  had  reached  the  age  of  15. 
Orphanage  is  fruitful  of  crime,  chiefly  from  the  want  of  the 
restraints  of  home,  the  guardian  influences  of  the  Family,  the 
tender,  comforting  sympathy  of  the  dearly-loving.  Crime  is 
the  canker-worm  which  impairs  the  vitality  of  States ; and 
criminals  are  the  sappers  and  miners  who  destroy  the  securi- 
ty of  life  and  property,  the  peace  of  communities,  and  the 
happiness  of  the  people.  Nothing  more  fearfully  contributes 
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to  make  criminals  than  the  privation,  or  want,  of  a true  Fam- 
ily-life, which  is  thus  seen  to  be  an  absolute  essential  of  Civ- 
ilization. 

The  Family  furnishes  opportunities  for  the  thorough  train- 
ing of  the  whole  character.  This  is  of  vital  consequence. 
No  training  is  really  effective,  which  does  not  reach  all  the 
impelling  powers  of  Man.  To  this  the  Family  is  peculiarly 
adapted.  The  parties  meet  under  the  happiest  circumstan- 
ces ; the  place  is  propitious,  as  well  as  the  relation  of  the 
teacher  and  the  taught,  the  period  at  which  instruction  com- 
mences, and  the  length  of  time  it  continues.  Nothing  can 
supply  its  place — nothing  equal  its  efficiency  in  developing 
harmoniously  the  various  powers  of  the  child.  His  whole 
compound  nature  must  be  exercised  and  invigorated — not 
merely  his  Intellect,  but  his  affections,  his  moral  and  religious 
sentiments.  If  in  his  training,  one  part  be  neglected  and 
dwarfed,  and  another  unduly  developed,  a monster  is  the  re- 
sult, who,  possessed  by  one  train  of  thought,  becomes  erratic 
in  conduct,  and  often  defiles  the  pages  of  history  with  scenes 
at  which  men  stare,  and  tremble.  Or  he  will  scatter  broadcast 
the  seeds  of  error,  which,  springing  up  and  bearing  an  hun- 
dred-fold, may  not  disappear  for  centuries,  meanwhile  doing 
harm  to  innumerable  multitudes.  Hence  it  is  highly  impor- 
tant in  every  aspect,  not  only  that  man  should  be  truly 
taught,  but  that  his  whole  nature  should  be  reached  by  puri- 
fying agencies,  and  that  no  portion  of  this  fearful  moving 
power  be  perverted  to  unholy  purposes.  W e have  but  to  con- 
sider the  nature  of  the  Family  to  be  convinced  of  its  espe- 
cial fitness  for  this  work.  It  enlightens  the  understanding, 
purifies  the  heart,  develops  the  affections,  calls  out  generous 
feelings,  and  places  the  whole  life  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  those  most  deeply  anxious  concerning  it.  In  it, 
heart  is  knit  to  heart,  and  is  first  felt  the  divine  afflatus  of 
love.  Its  holy  spirit  penetrates  all  the  intricacies  of  his  na- 
ture, and  marks  its  path  by  benign  and  cheering  influences. 
Every  day’s  life  is  thus  daguerreotyped  upon  myriads  of  hearts, 
and  its  lessons  of  mercy  or  wrath,  kindness  or  anger,  love  or 


severity,  are  vividly  remembered,  and  will,  some  day,  be  re- 
produced as  active  formative  influences  in  the  lives  of  those 
now  young.  But  it  is  impossible  for  the  Family  to  combine 
within  itself  all  the  elements  of  education,  and  it  has  aids — 
such  as  the  Church,  Nature  and  the  School.  They  are  aids, 
not  substitutes.  The  church  has  its  duties  and  claims,  but 
they  do  not,  as  has  sometimes  been  held,  exclude  or  modify 
those  of  the  Family.  They  are  mutual  helps,  having  spheres 
distinct,  and  rights  clearly  marked.  Comparing  the  two, 
the  Family  is  much  the  more  efficient,  for  it  is  the  child’s 
birth-place  and  home,  while  the  church  is  external  to  the 
child,  is  not  wielded  by  tender  and  loving  hearts,  cannot  as 
impressively  reach  the  sensitive  nature,  and  if  tested  as  an 
exclusive  educator,  would  produce,  as  in  the  monastic  sys- 
tem, incomolete  beinos,  cold,  unaffectionate,  unsocial  dwarfs. 
The  world  around  has  its  part  to  play — the  world  of  nature 
and  of  man.  Both  reach  the  opening  minds  and  hearts. 
Nature  impresses  it,  whether  she  appears  in  her  wilder  and 
grander,  or  with  the  smiling  sweetness  of  her  quieter  garb. 
She  reaches  the  imagination — filling  it  with  wierd  images, 
suggesting  fanciful  thoughts,  and  morbidly  stimulating  cer- 
tain of  his  faculties,  or  soothing  him  with  visions  of  calm 
and  peaceful  beauty  gently  educes  all  his  powers  and  contrib- 
utes to  their  healthful,  harmonious  growth.  But  animate 
nature  has  its  work.  All  know  the  fearful  potency  of  the 
mutual  influence  of  man  upon  his  fellow,  the  incalculable, 
immeasurable  power  which  associates  and  friends  are  con- 
stantly, probably  unconsciously  but  not  the  less  really  exert- 
ing upon  each  other.  Nor  can  this  be  escaped.  Man  can 
not  live  in  isolation,  and  independence — much  less  so  can  he 
grow  in  strength,  without  receiving  and  assimilating  contri- 
butions from  others.  Likewise,  the  School  is  an  adjunct  of 
the  Family.  Its  concern  is  chiefly  with  the  intellectual  na- 
ture. From  its  form,  the  general  relations  between  pupil 
and  teacher,  the  aggregation  of  children  in  a mass,  the  sub- 
ordination to  authority  required,  the  habits  of  "respectful 
and  orderly  behavior  formed,  the  susceptible  age  of  child- 


14 


hood,  and  various  other  causes,  it  is  evident  that  its  power 
for  good  or  evil  is  vast.  It  is,  therefore,  of  great  conse- 
quence to  have  the  School  and  its  influences  commensurate 
with  the  preciousness  of  the  subjects  and  the  seriousness  of 
the  results.  No  object  can  more  worthily  command  the  means 
of  The  State  than  the  establishment  of  Free  Schools,  nor  of  a 
community  than  their  proper  support,  regulation  and  perfec- 
tion. Thus,  the  domestic  influence  of  the  Family,  the  reli- 
gious influence  of  the  Church,  the  mixed  influence  of  nature 
and  Society,  as  well  as  the  general  influence  exerted  by  the 
vast  machinery  of  the  State,  through  the  School  and  other 
agencies,  are  all  co-laborers  in  the  work  of  thorough  educa- 
tion ; and  the  work  is  incomplete  without  the  activity  of  each. 
Of  these,  the  Family  exerts  the  most  marked  effect,  because 
it  commences  earlier,  is  more  constant,  has  happier  opportu- 
nities, and  is  wider-reaching  and  deeper-probing.  Without 
it,  Virtue  would  disappear,  learning  would  decay,  Passion 
would  reign,  and  the  world  would  be  a desolation. 

The  Family  materially  affects  the  State  by  its  alleviating 
influence  upon  woman.  The  sexes  exert  a powerful  influ- 
ence upon  each  other,  and  the  degradation  of  one  is  sure  to 
involve,  at  least,  the  measurable  degradation  of  the  other. 
Man  has  no  interests  to  promote,  no  benefits  to  derive  from 
the  personal  or  social  degradation  of  Woman.  Precisely  the 
reverse  is  true.  Man  falls  socially,  politically,  morally  with 
Woman.  At  their  creation,  God  defined  their  relation  to 
each  other,  and  no  good  has  ever  arisen,  or  will  ever  arise, 
from  a violation  of  the  Divine  decree.  Time  was,  when  wo- 
man was  a mere  toy  of  voluptuousness,  when  her  rights  were 
refused,  her  equality  with  Man  denied,  and  she  was  an  un- 
educated, toiling,  oppressed  victim.  But  they  were  fittingly 
the  night-times  of  the  earth,  when  governments  were  instru- 
ments of  oppression,  when  the  light  of  learning  was  almost 
extinguished,  when  all  social  and  civil  privileges  were  with- 
out guarantees  and  of  course  without  real  vitality,  and  when 
debauchery,  licentiousness  and  crime  rioted  over  the  earth. 
It  was  but  consistent  that  in  this  prostration  of  every  ennob- 


ling  sentiment,  that  of  regard  for  woman  should  share. 
This  sentiment,  long  buried,  had  its  resurrection  at  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Feudal  System,  which,  however  corrupt- 
ing it  may  have  been  in  some  respects,  inaugurated  the  rev- 
olution in  manners  and  opinions,  through  which  woman  has 
had  her  true  social  position  acknowledged,  the  Family  has 
become  a leading  element  in  civilization,  and  the  general  con- 
dition of  Mankind  ameliorated.  The  Family  not  only  ele- 
vates woman,  and  promotes  every  valuable  interest  of  Socie- 
ty, bringing  the  sexes  together  in  the  manner  best  calculated 
to  effect  the  good  of  each,  but  all  attempts  to  weaken  or  de- 
stroy it,  have  uniformly  resulted  in  moral  and  material  in- 
jury. In  our  active  and  adventurous  age,  restless  spirits  have 
revived  and  re-tested  corrupting  systems,  but  with  uniformly 
disastrous  failure.  Communism  has  been  tried,  Free  Love 
has  breathed  its  pestiferous  breath  over  our  land  forcing  the 
growth  of  evil  propensities,  as  a hot-house  forces  the  growth: 
of  plants,  and,  last  of  all,  the  Polygamy  of  a dark  land  and 
age  has  been  transplanted  to  our  virgin  soil,  and  has  ended 
in  the  depravity  and  demoralization  alike  of  the  deluded 
victim  and  the  cunning  deceiver.  I say,  it  has  ended  ; for 
the  case  is  made  up,  judgment  has  been  rendered,  execution 
has  been  issued,  and  time  alone  is  wanting  to  complete  the 
removal  of  the  foul  thing  from  within  our  borders.  All  sim- 
ilar experiments  will  similarly  issue ; for  they  are  falsely 
based — being  calculated  to  call  out  the  baser  part  of  man 
and  furnishing  no  barrier  to  his  utter  destruction.  Every 
relation  of  the  sexes,  either  short  of,  in  excess  of,  or  antago- 
nistic to  the  Divine  purpose  as  revealed  in  the  Bible  and  ful- 
ly tested  by  experience,  is  unnatural  and  unwuse,  and  will  be 
found  debasing  and  inconsistent  with  social  progress.  The 
Family  ordained  of  Heaven,  is  the  conservator  of  Virtue, 
the  fountain  of  domestic  peace,  and  the  abode  of  purity. 
Upon  its  proper  moral  development  the  safety,  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  the  world  depend. 

In  many  other  social  respects,  the  State  is  indebted  to  ther 
Family,  which  gives  parents  common  objects  of  interest  and 
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affection  anil  thus  enlarges  and  vitalizes  their  sympathies; 
which  cultivates  a taste  for  refining  enjoyments  and  invites 
to  refining  pleasures  ; which  elevates  one’s  ideal  by  daily  and 
constant  association  with  the  innocent  and  beautiful ; which 
aids  in  curbing  human  passions  by  attracting  the  energies  of 
nature  to  nobler  objects ; which,  excluding  the  violent  and 
ceaseless  excitements  of  the  outer  world,  substitute^  calmer 
thought  and  less  fitful  habits  and  thus  lengthens  human  life 
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while  increasing  its  rational  pleasures ; and  which  by  its  gen- 
tle spirit  dissolves  the  corrupting  accretions  gathered  in  our 
pathway.  In  these  and  many  other  respects — a discussion  of 
which  would  require  too  wide  a range — the  Family  directly 
reaches  and  operates  upon  the  Citizen,  and  through  him  upon 
the  State. 

Leaving  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I come  to  consider  the 
political  relations  of  the  Family  to  the  State. 

The  Family  is  of  service  to  the  State  in  localizing  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  increasing  their  interests  in  the  communi- 
ty and  thereby  intensifying  the  sentiment  of  patriotism.  Love 
of  Home  is  a large  element  in  love  of  Country.  Man  feels. 
most  when  he  has  most  at  stake — and  that,  immediate  and 
tangible.  In  a wandering  state  he  has  not  strong  place-feel- 
ing, or  absorbing  national  feeling.  His  life  fails  to  secure 
him  a point  of  concentration ; a large  part  of  his  capabil- 
ities are  undeveloped,  and  some  of  his  gentlest  attributes  are 
without  exercise  or  fruition.  But  in  the  Family,  Man’s 
affections,  interests  and  ambition  unite.  As  he  thinks  of 
those  whom  God  has  given  him,  he  is  furnished  an  aim  in 
life,  and  feels  the  glow  of  it.  New  aspirations  fill  his 
heart,  and  new  impulse  is  given  to  his  every  movement, 
lie  calls  in  his  wandering  thoughts  and  turns  them  upon 
one  purpose.  He  rouses  his  flagging  energies,  and  under  his 
new  devotion  the  earth  buds  and  blossoms,  the  State  is  ren- 
dered more  secure  of  his  fidelity,  and  Society  rejoices  in  an 
additional  good  citizen.  Thus,  the  Family  strengthens  the 
State  as  against  foreign  foes.  It  also  strengthens  Man 
against  the  encroaching  tendency  of  the  State.  Rulers  need 
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a strong  resistant  force,  to  check  them.  No  truth  is  more 
legibly  written  upon  human  annals  than  this  : Power,  in  its 
nature,  is  accretive.  Sleepless,  remorseless,  conscienceless, 
it  seeks  self-aggrandizement.  Its  purpose  is  selfish,  its  spirit 
intolerant,  its  step  stealthy,  its  eye  unquailing,  its  energies 
unflagging,  its  agents  numerous,  its  resources  vast.  The  re- 
sistant forces  must  be  of  great  power,  to  check  this  giant- 
stride.  Indeed,  none  of  sufficient  strength  have  ever  been 
devised  ; for  in  the  race,  Power  always  gains.  Even  in  this 
country,  in  which  we  have  a written  Constitution  commanding 
general  homage,  numerous  and  powerful  institutions,  an  en- 
lightened and  educated  people,  the  Executive  Power  is  grow- 
ing at  the  expense  of  those  departments  which  were  intended 
to  be  checks  upon  it ; and  a great  central  over-shadowing  sub- 
stance, silently  and  gradually  grown,  begins  to  raise  its 
threatening  front  in  the  Central  Halls  of  our  system.  It  has 
gained  its  present  dimensions  from  want  of  due  and  jealous 
watchfulness.  We  hope  its  progress  will  be  stayed,  its  ille- 
gitimate pretensions  be  ignored,  the  ancient  balance  of  our 
system  be  re-established,  and  public  liberty  be  rid  of  its  most 
alarming  foe.  Of  the  resistant  forces  in  our  government,  few, 
if  any,  excel  the  Family  in  vigor  and  efficiency.  Its  form  fits 
it  for  activity  ; and  it  is  wielded  under  the  most  inspiring 
motives.  Besides,  these  corporations  exist  among  all  ranks 
and  conditions  of  men,  and  consolidate  them.  They  are  one 
in  nature,  rights  and  fears.  They  pervade  every  part  of  the 
body  politic,  ^and,  as  a sensitive  chord,  vibrate  to  every  touch, 
thus  speedily  informing  all  of  the  dangers  which  threaten  any. 
Each  Family  circle  is, a focal  point,  around  which  interests, 
privileges  and  rights  gather,  and  these  form  the  jutting  rocks 
and  pointed  headlands  on  which  Power  has  been  often  wreck- 
ed. But  this  feeling  is  not  restless  and  innovating.  It  men- 
aces no  friend.  It  is  self-preservative,  and  yet  progressive, 
with  a firm  and  steady  step.  It  educates  man,  teaches  him 
his  duties  and  enlarges  the  sphere  of  thenq  leads  him  to  the 
contemplation  of  new  thoughts,  expands  him  with  new  con- 
ceptions, prepares  him  for  emergencies,  and  gives  him  motives 
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for  promptness  and  vigor  in  action.  In  ordinary  times,  it 
works  in  ordinary  modes,  silently  performing  its  mission.  In 
extraordinary  times,  it  resorts  to  the  extraordinary  means 
which  may  he  at  hand,  and  can  be  diverted  to  its  use.  The 
very  nature  of  the  Family  tends  to  liberalize  the  mind  and 
implant  a hatred  of  injustice  and  oppression.  In  the  worst 
periods,  Man  had  in  his  Family  a spot  comparatively  unpol- 
luted by  Power,  in  which,  surrounded  by  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren and  inspired  by  affection,  he  could  feel  the  pleasure 
of  being  free.  This  schooling  was  invaluable.  It  kept  bright 
the  flame  within  him,  and  preserved  from  extinction  the 
glowing  thoughts  which  became,  in  time,  the  beaming  torch- 
lights beckoning  the  nations  to  paths  of  prosperity  and  peace. 

The  Family  has  affected  national  jurisprudence.  Its  needs 
are  the  base  of  the  whole  system  of  inheritance.  This  is  ob- 
servable in  its  every  form.  Take  the  earliest — the  Patriar- 
chal system  of  Society.  The  Mosaic  law  recognized  as  of 
prime  importance  the  preservation  of  the  Family.  All  its 
regulations  tended  to  guard  it  from  the  dangers  of  dissolution 
which  threaten  all  social  institutions.  Each  Family  had  its 
proportion  of  land,  and  each  branch  its  proportion  of  the  in- 
heritance. Land  could  not  be  alienated  from  the  Family, 
and  in  the  year  of  jubilee,  it  always  reverted  to  the  original 
holder,  who  was  entitled  to  its  re-possession  at  any  time  upon 
the  offer  of  a sum  proportionate  to  the  period  not  yet  elapsed 
and  at  the  rate  at  which  it  had  been  sold.  Sons  alone  inher- 
ited ; but  if  there  were  daughters  only,  they  received  the  in- 
heritance, but  were  required  to  marry  “within  the  tribe  of 
their  father,”  and  their  children  were  considered  as  belonging 
to  their  line  instead  of  their  husbands’,  that  no  Family  might 
become  extinct.  Intermediately  between  the  patriarchal  and 
feudal  Family,  this  principle  became  feebler,  and  in  the  disor- 
ganization of  Society  was  scarcely  recognized.  Nor  is  it  sur- 
prising, that  in  a chaos  ill  which  all  ties  were  loosened  and 
A'  -'only  codes  extant  contained  provisions  by  which  a man 
com  ..Separate  from  his  family  and  relations  and  enter  upon  a 
condition  of  entire  independence,  it  should  be  found  wanting 
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in  stable  legislation  for  the  protection  of  the  Family.  At  the 
period  in  question,  Society  was  in  a transition  state.  It  had 
been  violently  uprooted,  having  been  devastated  by 'successive 
omissions.  It  was  disturbed  by  conflicting  forces,  and  it  felt 
not  the  strong  hand  of  public  law.  The  old  land-marks  had 
been  destroyed — new  ones  had  not  been  agreed  upon,  or  erect- 
ed ; and  the  powers  which  rescued  the  world  from  barbar- 
ism had  not  yet  combined  their  energies.  As  they  gained 
strength,  confusion  disappears,  and  customs  were  estab- 
lished. Man  began  to  acquire,  and  find  means  for  preserving 
his  acquisitions.  Hence,  the  movements  of  property  became 
more  regular,  and  the  right  of  perpetuation  followed.  Grad- 
ually owners  of  property  combined  for  self-protection,  and 
the  Feudal  System  grew  to  its  large  proportions.  Of  this,  the 
Family  was  an  impregnable  and  essential  part.  The  lord 
centred  in  himself  all  power  and  dignity,  and  enjoying  his  pre- 
eminence aspired  to  transmit  it.  Under  the  influence  of  this 
feeling,  the  principle  of  inheritance  was  quickened  into  new 
life.  But  the  fief  wras,  in  its  nature,  indivisible.  It  required 
one  head.  Whence  came  the  law  of  primogeniture,  with  its 
complicated  modifications  of  rights — a law  which  growing  out 
of  the  necessities  of  the  Feudal  Family,  yet  obtains  in  parts 
of  Europe,  prevailed  in  a modified  form  in  Pennsylvania  as 
lately  as  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century,  is  a system  in  it- 
self, has  tinctured  many  departments  of  law,  and  has  modified 
many  social  institutions  and  privileges.  The  rule  of  inheri- 
tance has  changed,  having  conformed  to  juster  principles ; 
but  the  Family  had  antecedently  changed  and  then  effected 
the  necessary  revolution  in  the  law.  Besides  this,  the  Fami- 
ly has  always  received  distinct  and  positive  protection  from 
the  law.  So  highly  are  its  rights  regarded,  and  so  important 
is  deemed  its  preservation,  in  complete  integrity,  that  it  early 
became  a maxim  of  the  English  law  that  a Man's  home  is  his 
castle.  This  liberal  principle  secured  Family  liberty,  and 
also  aided  in  the  achievement  of  the  individual  liberty  which 
was  an  early  mark,  and  is  now  the  crowning  excellence  of 
Anglo-Saxon  jurisprudence.  Furthermore,  the  law  has  provi- 
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dod  penalties  for  crimes  which  threaten  the  existence  and  pur- 
ity of  the  Family.  And  in  many  other  respects,  which  it  is 
not  necessary  to  detail,  the  power  of  law  has  been  extended 
to  the  Family,  which  has  thereby  materially  modified  public 
and  private  rights. 

Real  Family-life  is  inconsistent  with  an  arbitrary  or  dcs- 
spotic  form  of  government,  whether  civil  or  ecclesiastical. 
The  two  arc,  in  essence,  antagonistic.  The  one  is  expanding 
in  thought  and  feeling;  the  other  repressive.  The  one  ele- 
vates and  instructs  its  members;  the  other  degrades,  and 
would  keep  in  ignorance.  The  one  increases  Man’s  conse- 
quence and  activity ; the  other  would  diminish  both,  as  im- 
periling itself.  The  one,  as  an  institution,  forms  combina- 
tions with  others,  out  of  which  rise  new  combinations  and  du- 
ties; the  other  is  jealous  of  all  leagues,  because  they  may  be 
checks  upon  it.  The  one  is  a humanizing  agent ; the  other, 
a brutalizing.  The  Family,  by  establishing  a common  sym- 
pathy between  men,  unites  and  invigorates  them ; the  other 
would  dissociate  men  and  introduce  elements  of  discord,  fearing 
to  have  them  know  each  other  or  have  community  of  thought 
or  feeling.  The  one  makes  Society  more  compact,  more  vi- 
talized and  less  conquerable ; the  other  tends  to  disorganiza- 
tion, impassiveness  and  lifelessness.  The  one  increases  self- 
respect,  enlarges  our  sphere  of  action  and  makes  more  immi- 
nent personal  responsibility.  The  other  fears  an  independ- 
ent subject,  and  therefore  would  diminish  his  duties,  contract 
liis  privileges  and  lessen  his  responsibility.  Wherever  there 
has  been  real  Family-life,  there  has  been  liberty,  or  a readi- 
ness to  grasp  it  when  offered.  This  was  strikingly  manifest- 
ed during  the  French  Revolution  which,  in  the  beginning  pro- 
mised well  and,  perverted  though  it  was,  accomplished  much 
in  the  overthrow  of  old  and  corrupt  institutions  abounding  with 
abuses.  Those  portions  of  Germany  which  longest  resisted  the 
movement  were  those  in  which  there  were  neither  freeholds 
nor  rural  liberty.  In  those  which  eagerly  responded  to  its 
comprehensive  enunciation  of  human  rights. and  promises  of 
amelioration,  the  peasantry  had  long  been  land-holders,  were 
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comparatively  free,  and  had  long  had  the  Home-feeling.  Of 
this,  despotism  has  uniformly  been  jealous.  One  of  the 
most  offensive  interferences  of  the  old  Monarchy  in  France, 
■was  the  constant  control  exercised  over  personal  and  Family 
concerns.  To-day,  France  is  similarly  afflicted.  Its  homes 
have  no  sacredness,  and  government  finds,  or  Tyrants  have 
always  found,  facile  judges,  who  have  pronounced  iniquitous 
judgments  desolating  the  hearth-stones  and  destroying  the 
rights  and  privileges  which  are  justly  its.  A recent  decis- 
* ion,  given  within  a month,  has  ■ created  general  alarm,  be- 
cause of  its  destruction  of  private  and  family  rights.  Des- 
potism is  essentially  the  same,  at  all  times.  It  has  one  na- 
ture which  peers  through  all  disguises.  It  is  intermeddling, 
impertinent  and  unjust.  In  time,  it  invariably  brings  upon 
itself,  as  do  all  crimes,  a punishment  proportionate  to  the  of- 
fences. 

The  Family  has  many  other  means  of  communicating  with 
the  State.  It  influences  Literature,  by  affording  gentle  sub- 
jects, inspiring  purer  sentiment,  and  evoking  noble  strains. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  pursue  this  thought  and  see  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  Family  has  controled  Literature;  but  the 
most  superficial  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  character  or  value 
of  this  service.  The  Family  is  politically,  of  use  in  creating 
common  necessities,  wants  and  interests,  and  furnishing  the 
means  for  combined  and  concentrated  action  in  their  defence. 
But  there  are  evils  to  be  avoided.  The  very  activity  of  its 
life  predisposes  it  to  excess  and  its  accompanying  evils.  Fam- 
ily feeling  has  sometimes  degenerated  into  a burning,  absorb- 
ing and  relentless  passion,  swallowing  up  all  recognition  of, 
or  regard  for  others’  rights.  It  has  sometimes  enjoined  to 
crime,  perpetuated  deforming  passion,  made  hate  hereditary, 
revenge  a duty  and  bloodshed  a pursuit.  This  was  in  an  un- 
settled age,  and  grew  out  of  a morbid  feeling  destitute  of 
moral  or  religious  element.  True  Family  feeling  incites  to 
no  such  course,  and  can  be  charged  with  no  such  crimes.  It 
protects  itself,  but  with  weapons  fitted  to,  and  wielded  in  con- 
formity with  its  nature.  The  Family  needs  no  other  defense. 


With  this,  it  is  invincible.  There  is  another  excresence, 
■which  has  fastened  itself  upon  the  feelings — which,  less  hurt- 
ful than  the  former,  is  more  common,  I refer  to  Family -pride 
— which  is  self-complacent,  to  others  frigid  and  arrogant, 
and  is  a cold,  acid,  pestilential  sentiment  destitute  of  beauty 
and  exhaling  no  fragrance.  It  belongs  to  narrow,  contracted 
and  shallow  minds,  who  appreciate  neither  themselves  nor 
others,  and  would  degrade  a God-given  institution  to  be  a 
minister  unto  folly.  The  roots  of  this  feeling  are  in  feeble 
Man,  not  in  the  Family,  whose  life’s  blood  this  parasite* 
would  suck.  Besides,  Family-interests  sometimes  tempt  to 
sacrifice  of  duty — a danger  which  is  inherent  in  every  tie. 
The  more  closely  Men  are  related  to  each  other  and  the  more 
complicated  with  external  things,  the  larger  is  the  surface 
of  each,  the  more  extended  his  interests,  and  the  more  nu- 
merous the  avenues  of  approach  to  him.  But  ties  must  ex- 
ist. Isolation  is  impossible.  Those  of  the  Family  are  not 
corrupting.  On  the  other  hand,  they  are  elevating,  expand- 
ing and  improving.  Violence  is  done  to  them  where  they 
are  made  the  occasion  of  moral  delinquency.  Hence,  the 
blame  is  not  with  them,  but  with  those  guilty  of  the  abuse 
of  them.  These  ties  lift  us  out  of  ourselves,  enlarge  our 
scope  and  sphere  of  action,  increase  our  capacity  for  feeling 
and  doing,  and  prevent  that  “wrapping  up  in  a narrow  indi- 
viduality,” in  which  public  virtue  would  be  stifled. 

There  are  many  other  suggestions  which  demand  expres- 
sion, but.it  is  time  to  close. 

It  follows  from  what  has  been  said,  that  the  Family  has  its 
vitality  dmd  completest  development  in  the  Sun-light  of  Lib- 
erty. Freedom  of  motion  is  essential  to  health— ‘-circum- 
scription of  it  productive  of  disease  and  death.  State-life, 
depends  upon  the  easy  and  free  movement  of  its  organs. 
Family-life,-  upon  the  freedom  and  virtue  of  its  members. 
For  ages,  the  Family  breathed  the  atmosphere  of  despotism, 
and  scarcely  lived.  On  the  re-organization  of  Society,  it 
meets  our  view,  emaciated,  enfeebled  and  tottering.  Gradu- 
ally it  breathed  a purer  atmosphere  and  strengthened.  Where 
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nurtured,  it  has  grown  robust,  and  stands  proudly  erect — 
not  only  capable  of  self-defence  but  a terror  to  its  foes.  Here, 
it  is  triumphant.  It  has  wrung  tribute  after  tribute,  and 
amassed  an  impregnable  ground-word  of  defence.  It  has 
burst  all  shackles,  rent  all  bands,  overturned  all  obstacles, 
defeated  all  assailants,  and  is  firmly  treading  in  its  pathway 
of  glory.  Its  spirit  rises,  as  Man  expands  with  the  Chris-' 
tianizing  influences,  which  have  permeated  its  structure,  in- 
vigorated all  its  parts  and  given  it  superhuman  energy. 
Nothing  can  stay  its  progress,  for  its  power  is  of  God,  and  its 
mission  is  of  Divine  appointment.  Its  victory  will  be  deci- 
sive and  complete.  But  a work  remains  with  us.  Men  can- 
not be  negative  in  this  contest. 

The  Family  is  his  type  in  a special  sense,  as  government 
is  in  a more  remote ; and  its  mighty  power  is  but  a concen- 
tration of  himself.  His  relation  to  it  is  more  immediate  than 
to  any  other  institution.  He  directly  fashions  it,  which, 
hence,  beai'S  his  image  and  transfers  it  to  others.  The  equal- 
ity of  Family-life  has,  therefore,  been  in  every  age,  the  meas- 
ure of  Civilization.  Its  spirit  is  Man’s  and  the  world’s;  its 
characteristics,  the  infallible  indication  of  the  present  and 
premonitions  of  the  future.  When  Man  was  debauched,  it 
was  covered  with  plague-spots.  When  he  received  a new  life 
and  was  renovated,  it  rose  up  purified  and  beautified.  Thus, 
he  is  a positive  force,  having  grave  duties  and  responsibilities. 
His  mission  is  a high  one — to  reject  all  evil  influences  and 
absorb  good  ones,  checking  the  one  and  intensifying  and  per- 
petuating the  other — to  promote  personal  purity  by  expand- 
ing his  nature,  elevating  his  aims,  developing  his  affections, 
and  regenerating  his  heart,  and  to  have  national  life  conform 
to  the  same  exalted  standard  by  purifying  and  keeping  pure 
all  its  organs — to  illustrate  in  himself  the  excellence  of  Vir- 
tue,  and  make  the  earth  perennially  beautiful  and  the  moral 
world  a brilliant,  dazzling  reflex  of  Divinity.  This  done,  his 
, duty  will  be  done,  and  the  cause  of  Truth — which  includes 
all  good  thing's — will  be  onward  with  progressively  increasing 
speed,  until  the  world  be  covered  with  its  foot  prints,  and  eve- 


ry  portion  of  Creation  be  transposed  and  beamin 
holy  and  beneficent  spirit. 


E R E A T A . 

age  21 — line  fi.  for  or  read  as, 

line  8,  for  hearthstones  read  hearthstone. 
line  19,  for  purer  read  pure. 
line  35,  for  course  read  courses. 
age  22 — line  2,  for  feelings  read  feeling. 
line  5,  for  acid  read  acrid. 
line  19,  for  where  read  when. 
line  29,  before  vitality  insert  greatest. 
age  23 — line  4,  for  ground-word  read  ground-worh. 
line  4,  for  defence  read  defences. 
line  18,  for  equality  read  quality. 
line  21,  for  indication  read  indications. 

J 'age  24 — line  1,  for  transposed  read  transfused, 


ry  portion  of  Creation  be  transposed  and  bea 
body  and  beneficent  spirit. 


